
  
 

Supplementary Information 
 

EAST HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
COUNCIL 

19 November 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Councillor 

 

 

I am now able to enclose, for consideration at next meeting of the Council, to be held on 19 
November 2020 the following supplementary information that was unavailable when the agenda 
was printed. 

 
 
Agenda No Item 

 
 
 
 4 Public Questions (Standing Order 13.4(e)  (Pages 1 - 2) 

 
   
   
 
 9 Questions under Procedural Order 23.4(a)  (Pages 3 - 4) 
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COUNCIL MEETING 19 NOVEMBER 2020 
Item 4 – Public Questions 
 
 

 Question From Question to  

1 Lynn Paterson 
 

Leader What is the Council’s current policy in relation to making public breaches of the 
Councillors’ Code of Conduct?  
 

2 Lynn Paterson Leader How many breaches have occurred in each of the past three years? If any, were these 
breaches made public and, if so, in what ways?  
 

3 Lynn Paterson 
 
 

Leader What is the Council’s policy in relation to making public any future breaches of the new 
Code of Conduct, once it comes into force. 
 

4 Bernice O’Reilly Leader 
 
 

Given the importance of clear and transparent governance of local government, and in 
order to have the confidence of residents in   East Hampshire, can Councillor Millard tell 
us why the report by D J Bowles and Associates was not published as originally intended 
on 2nd September 2020? 
 

5 Bernice O’Reilly Leader 
 

Can Councillor Millard now confirm when and how the report by David Bowles will be 
made public so that residents can see the full outcome of this investigation and 
understand if, and to what extent, taxpayers money has been used irregularly? 

6 Bernice O’Reilly Leader 
 

Can Councillor Millard commit, on behalf of East Hampshire District Council, that the 
recommendations contained in that report will be fully acted on and a report made to 
residents on how this has been done? 
 

7 Iain Robinson Cllr Costigan How many staff are dedicated to working on EHDC’s Property Investment Portfolio, has 
the staffing level increased within the last twelve months and what is the main focus of 
their work? 
 

8 Iain Robinson Cllr Costigan The Council states that it earns £3.0 revenue from a £141.5M portfolio.  Current & 
historic yield should be 4.5/5% delivering £7M.  Then nett of fees, interest on loans, 
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property and internal staff costs a more normal ‘revenue’ would be >£6M.  If the 
Council’s £3.0M is gross then it is probable that there is no local tax mitigation – the 
portfolio just breaking even.  Could a more detailed financial statement and policy be 
provided to explain these anomalies.  
 

9 Iain Robinson Cllr Costigan The March 19 portfolio shows breaches of the Council’s Strategy of no single property 
value @>20% total holding. Furthermore, the strategy no longer complies with 
Government policy which presents both stricter regulation and increased interest 
rates.  When will the Council’s updated strategy addressing these points be published. 
 

10 Moira Johnson Cllr Butler How does EHDC plan to create truly affordable starter homes in East Hampshire and 
from what price, when the East Hampshire household affordability gap is more than 
three times the England average (£132,181 to £42,272).  

 

11 Moira Johnson Cllr Butler 
 

With reference to the East Hampshire Revenue and capital budget 2020-21, the Welfare 
budget was raised by increasing Council Tax this year  

Can EHDC confirm how and when it plans to spend the £715,000 earmarked for welfare 
in East Hampshire 2020-21? 

 

12 
 

Moira Johnson Leader 
 

Will there be a £215,000 uplift in Council Tax for Welfare initiatives in East Hampshire 
and for what years? 
 

13 Melanie 
Robinson 

Cllr Louisson Will the Council consider allocating a dedicated revenue budget to support work to 
deliver against its Climate Change Policy? 
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COUNCIL MEETING 19 NOVEMBER 2020 
Item 9 – Questions Under Standing Order 23.4(a) 
 
 

 Question From Question to  

1 Cllr Boxall Cllr Thomas Can you tell me what is the average waiting time for fly tip removal following logging of 
incidents.  
 
We have an area in Whitedown ward where travellers have left several areas of fly 
tipped garden waste and other items.  
 
This was reported and logged many weeks ago but so far has not been removed.  
I would be grateful for clarification on the average waiting time.  
 
 

2 Cllr Taylor Cllr Louisson It is reported by three of the UK’s largest debt charities that 2m people have fallen 
behind on council tax bills due to Covid - 19.  
 
In your report you state 3436 statutory reminders have been sent out yet do not 
mention how many cases are going to Liability Order hearings which start again on 
2nd December.  
 
I recognise the need to recover arrears and I am sure you are all to aware that getting 
to a hearing adds further debt (Court Costs) and suffering to those individuals 
particularly to those that are shielding.  
 
Could you also update us as to how many residents were supported with 
the discretionary government grant of £150.00 
 
Those three debt charities welcomed the temporary ban on bailiff visits to enforce 
debts during Covid 19 restrictions but are concerned there will be a sudden escalation 
when this lifts. As you mention, our first liability order is set for the first day of returning 
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to normal. Can you confirm that in all of these cases we have done everything in our 
powers to come to an affordable repayment plan with those in debt.  
 
Do you also know how many people are classed as clinically extremely vulnerable and 
are shielding that are facing a liability order hearing from this council.  
 
Will you consider allowing debts to be spread over the next year and not just the 
council tax year by changing collection rate targets.  
 
Will you stop people becoming automatically liable for their entire annual bill when they 
fall behind on instalments.  
 

3 Cllr Burns Cllr Millard Whilst I fully understand that the Covid -19 restrictions have affected the leisure 
facilities greatly in the newly built Alton Sports Centre, I was disappointed to learn that 
in September, the long standing creche team that have worked at the centre for many 
years, had been made redundant.  The creche has provided many locals over the 
years with the provision of childcare for pre-school aged children, to enable residents 
to access the centre and its activities for their own health and wellbeing.  Clearly this 
was an important element of the facility as it was even listed as a feature of the new 
centre on the newly installed signage erected just a short time ago, now seemingly 
already outdated.   EHDC has a commitment in its recently adopted corporate strategy 
to a ‘Safer, Healthier and more active East Hampshire’.  Given that the current centre 
was built without sufficient space for a dedicated creche, and now the redundancy of 
the care givers,  how is EHDC going to encourage its residents -  parents and carers 
alike to access the facilities, so that it truly is a centre for the entire community?  As a 
district we face one of the biggest ever challenges to mental health, wellbeing and 
social isolation, can you assure me that creche provisions will be reviewed at the Alton 
Sports Centre as soon as is able? 
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